Simple Guide to creating a web page
Part 1
-
What you need

You will need access to webspace – this may be provided by your ISP, and when you registered you should have been given the access details.  If your ISP doesn't give you any webspace then you can use a web hosting service.  I use Vidahost.

You will need FTP software to transfer files from your computer to your webspace.  I use filezilla which is free and does the job.

You also need an editor to create the html for your web pages.  You can use notepad which comes with Windows or a more specialised editor.  I use HTML-Kit, which is free. Don’t use MS-Word to create your html as it will try to do all sorts of clever things with it that you don't need and won't understand (there may be a way round this).  There are many tools for creating websites, but my preference is to write the html myself so I have full control and understanding.

Part 2 -
Structure of html
A web page consists of a file written using the hypertext markup language (or html).  A web browser such as Microsoft Internet Explorer, or Firefox reads this file and follows the commands contained in the file.  The file should have the extension .htm or .html.

An html file consists of a series of tags, which are part of html, and the text and pictures, which are to be displayed on the web page.  There are hundreds of different tags but you can get by with 10 or so.  All tags are enclosed in angle brackets <> to distinguish them from text.  Usually they are in pairs with a closing tag indicated by a backslash after the opening angle bracket.

A basic skeleton html has two parts, a heading and a body and should look like this:

<html>

<head>

  heading information for the web page

</head>

<body>

  body information for a web page

</body>

</html>

All spaces and newline characters are ignored and only used in the above example to make it easier to read.

You should use the header entry to give your web page a title, for example

<html>

<head>

  <title>Example 1</title>

</head>

<body>

  body information for a web page

</body>

</html>

Use notepad to type (or cut and paste) the above html.  Save it with the name example1.htm.  Open example1.htm with your browser.  If this all works OK, try transferring this file to your webspace using FTP.  Now point your browser at your web page using the url provided by your ISP to access your webspace.

Part 3 -
Text

The contents of the body of an html program is assumed to be text unless a tag is used to indicate otherwise.  All formatting characters in the text are ignored – instead there are special tags for headings, italics, new paragraphs etc.

Take Example 1 and edit it to include some text as follows:

Open notepad and type in the following:

<html>

<head>

  <title>Example 2</title>

</head>

<body>

Alice was beginning

to                        get very tired of

         sitting

by her sister on the bank

</body>

</html>

Save this as example2.htm, open it with your browser and note how the text is displayed.  Use the tags <p> (new paragraph) and <h?> to provide some formatting to the text as below

<html>

<head>

  <title>Example 2</title>

</head>

<body>

Alice was beginning <p> to get very <p><h1>tired</h1>

Of <h2>sitting</h2> by her sister<p>

On the bank

</body>

</html>

Its possible also to get the browser to display the text as near as it can to the way it was originally formatted using the command <pre> for pre-formatted (with its closing tag </pre>)

Part 4 -
Pictures

The most common format for picture files used on the internet is .jpg and most imaging software, digital cameras etc. can produce .jpg files.  If you have such a file you wish to display, use the <img> tag.  An example of the structure is as follows:

<img src = “bathroom.jpg”> where bathroom.jpg is the file name of the picture (which the browser will expect to find in the same directory as the html program).  Try this out with one of your pictures called in from the body of a simple html as follows:

<html>

<head>

  <title>Example 3</title>

</head>

<body>

Here is a picture of the bathroom of the apartment <p>

<img src = “bathroom.jpg”>

</body>

</html>

The size of the picture displayed depends upon the size of the original jpg file.  It is possible to control the size using HEIGHT and WIDTH instructions as part of the <img> tag, but it is much better to pre-size (re-sample) your picture using a graphics package.  This is for reasons of download speed – you will want to keep your image files as small as possible.

 Part 5 -
hypertext links

An essential technique in designing a web site is the transfer to and from another web page.  This is achieved using the <a> tag.  This is followed by href and the hypertext reference (file name).  Anything after the file name and the closing /a can be clicked on by the user to initiate the link.  This could for example be some text or another picture. 

The following two linked files illustrate the way a hypertext link calls in another file.  Save the first one as example4.htm and the second as bathroom.htm.  You will also need a picture called bathroom.jpg.

<html>

<head>

  <title>Example 4</title>

</head>

<body>

<a href =  “bathroom.htm”> bathroom </a>

<p>

</body>

</html>

<html>

<head>

  <title>bathroom</title>

</head>

<body>

Here is a picture of the bathroom of the apartment <p>

<img src = “bathroom.jpg” >

<p>

<a href= “example4.htm”> return to main page </a>

</body>

</html>

Part 6

Remember that it is possible to display the source of any web page you may be using on the internet.  If you want to see how someone has done something then have a look at the source.  When I was renting out an apartment I made a website for it, I have now changed the front page so it is clear that it is not for rent, but the original site is still here:

http://derekwickham.co.uk/capuchinos19.htm

Have a look, and rip off anything you need.  I'm not involved with this business any more.

